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CHAPTER Pr24
An Act respecting the Association of
Registered Interior Designers of Ontario
Assented to November 27th, 1984
Whereas the Interior Designers of Ontario hereby represents Preamble
that it was incorporated under the name of Society of Interior
Decorators of Ontario by letters patent dated the 20th day of
November, 1933; that it was continued as a body corporate
and politic under the name of The Society of Interior Design-
ers of Ontario under The Society of Interior Decorators of
Ontario Act, 1956, being chapter 120; and that by supplemen-
tary letters patent dated the 29th day of February, 1968 it
changed the name of the Corporation to "Interior Designers
of Ontario"; that the Association is desirous of being contin-
ued as a corporation for the purpose of carrying out the
objects of the Association and of the government and disci-
pline of its members; and whereas the Association considers it
desirable to grant to members of the Association the right to
use the designation "Registered Interior Designer"; and
whereas the Association hereby applies for special legislation
for such purposes; and whereas it is expedient to grant the
application;
Therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario,
enacts as follows:
1. In this Act, interpretation
(a) "Association" means The Association of Registered
Interior Designers of Ontario;
(b) "Annual Meeting" means a meeting of the Associa-
tion open to the full membership held each year
before the 31st day of March for the purpose of
electing the Board of Management and considering
any other business;
(c) "Board" means the Board of Management of the
Association;
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(d) "by-law" means a by-law of the Association;
(e) "General Meeting" means a meeting of the Associ-
ation open to the full membership called by the
Board for the purpose of confirming a by-law or by-
laws and considering any other business;
(f) "IDO" means the Interior Designers of Ontario;
(g) "registered" means registered as a member under
this Act, and "registration" has a corresponding
meaning;
(h) "Registrar" means the Registrar of the Association;
(i) "Special Meeting" means a meeting open to the full
membership called in response to a request in writ-
ing of not less than 20 per cent of voting members
of the Association;
(j) "student" means a student member of the Associa-
tion.
Association 2.
—
(1) The Interior Designers of Ontario is hereby con-
continued
tinued as a corporation without share capital under the name
"The Association of Registered Interior Designers of
Ontario" and the persons registered as members of IDO on
the day this Act comes into force and such other persons as
become members of the Association constitute the corpora-
tion.
First Board
Letters
patent
revoked
(2) The first Board and officers of the Association shall be
the existing nine elected directors of IDO and the six persons
named in the Schedule and they shall hold office until their
successors are appointed or elected in accordance with this
Act and the by-laws.
(3) The letters patent of IDO are revoked but the revoca-
tion of the letters patent does not affect the rights or obliga-
tions of IDO or any by-law, resolution or appointment of
IDO except to the extent that the by-law, resolution or
appointment is inconsistent with this Act.
Objects 3, xhe objects of the Association are,
(a) to furnish means and facilities by which members of
the Association and students may increase their
knowledge, skill and efficiency in all things related
to the business or profession of an interior designer;
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(b) to hold examinations and set tests of competency
appropriate to qualify for admission to membership
in the Association;
(c) to maintain discipline among members of the Asso-
ciation and students;
(d) to supervise the practice of members of the Associa-
tion and students in order that the public interest
may be served and protected; and
(e) to seek and maintain membership in the Interior
Designers of Canada and such other design organi-
zations as the Association considers necessary or
desirable.
4.
—(1) The affairs of the Association shall be managed by ^°^^^ °^
,x-.j/-»« o J Management
the Board of Management.
(2) The Board shall consist of not fewer than nine or more Composition
than fifteen active members of the Association as defined by
the by-laws, as the Board may from time to time determine,
elected from the membership of the Association.
(3) The Association may by by-law provide for the appoint-
ment to the Board of up to three persons who are not mem-
bers of the Association.
Idem
(4) The manner of electing the members of the Board, the ^'^^'"
notification to the electors of the time and place of holding
elections, the nomination of candidates, the presiding officers
at elections, the taking and counting of votes, the giving of a
casting vote in the case of an equality of votes, the tenure of
office of members of the Board and other necessary details
shall be as set out in the by-laws.
(5) At any meeting of the Board, two thirds of the voting Quorum
members of the Board constitutes a quorum.
(6) The Board shall elect from its number a president, a officers
vice-president; and shall appoint a secretary and a treasurer,
who need not be members of the Board.
(7) In the case of the death, resignation or incapacity of vacancies
any member of the Board, the office shall be declared vacant
by the Board and the Board shall fill the vacancy in the man-
ner provided by the by-laws for the balance of the term and,
for the purposes of this subsection, absence from three con-
secutive meetings of the Board may be treated by the Board
as incapacity.
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Registrar (g) x^g Board shall appoint a Registrar, who need not be a
member of the Board, and the Registrar shall perform the
functions assigned to him by this Act and such other duties as
may be assigned to him by the Board.
Proxies 5, ^t any Annual, General or Special Meeting, members
of the Association may be represented and vote by proxy but,
(a) no proxy shall be exercised by a person who is not a
member of the Association; and
(b) the proxy shall be exercised in accordance with the
by-laws.
By-laws 5^
—(^1) jhc Board may propose by-laws regarding such
matters as are necessary to conduct the business and carry out
the objects of the Association and, without restricting the gen-
erality of the foregoing, the Board may propose by-laws to,
(a) prescribe the qualifications for membership in and
registration by the Association;
(b) prescribe a curriculum and courses of study to be
pursued by students and the subjects upon which
students and candidates for admission as members
of the Association shall be examined, and for grant-
ing certificates to students and candidates who have
successfully passed the examinations;
(c) provide for the continuing education and profes-
sional development of its members;
(d) establish and prescribe such categories of member-
ship as are necessary for the purposes of the Associ-
ation and in the public interest;
(e) regulate and govern the conduct of members of the
Association in the practice of their business or pro-
fession, by prescribing a code of ethics, rules of pro-
fessional conduct and standards of practice;
(f) provide for the receipt and consideration of com-
plaints made to the Association concerning the con-
duct of its members in the practice of their business
or profession, including the establishment of a
Complaints Committee and procedures therefor;
(g) prescribe fees payable to the Association;
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(h) fix and regulate the time, place, calling and conduct
of Annual, General and Special Meetings of the
Association and meetings of the Board;
(i) establish and provide for the administration of a
benevolent fund for the benefit of any member of
the Association or the families of deceased mem-
bers of the Association who may require financial
assistance and, for that purpose, providing for the
receipt of contributions or donations and for contri-
butions from the funds of the Association;
(j) authorize the making of grants for any purpose that
may tend to advance interior design knowledge and
education, improve standards of practice in interior
design or support and encourage public information
and interest in the past and present role of interior
design in society;
(k) govern the acquisition, management, disposal and
conduct of the property and affairs of the Associa-
tion;
(1) provide for the appointment, removal, functions,
duties and remuneration of agents, officers and
employees of the Association;
(m) establish such standing committees as the Board
may consider necessary to carry out the business of
the Association;
(n) establish and maintain a professional liability claims
fund for the purpose of paying therefrom, subject to
the by-laws and any rules made thereunder, profes-
sional liability claims against members;
(o) provide for and establish requirements for catego-
ries of membership or types of projects for which
members must secure professional liability insur-
ance, including minimum limits of insured profes-
sional liability;
(p) enter into any group contract of insurance with an
insurer for the payment by the insurer of profes-
sional liability claims, in whole or in part and with
or without the expense of adjusting, settling and
paying the claim, including legal fees and disburse-
ments, where that claim or expense, if not paid
under contract of insurance, would be payable out
of the claims fund; and
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(q) provide for the appointment of an auditor for the
Association.
Discipimary (2) The Board shall propose by-laws to,
proceedings ^ ' r r j
(a) provide for and govern the discipline, supervision,
expulsion or other penalty for professional miscon-
duct, incapacity or other incompetence, including,
(i) establishment of a Discipline Committee and
its procedures, and
(ii) establishment of an Appeals Committee of
the Board and its procedures; and
(b) provide for admission as members of the Associa-
tion experienced persons who practice in the field of
interior design and can demonstrate proficiency in
the practice of designing interior space, and such
by-laws may,
(i) establish such additional requirements for
admission as are necessary for the purposes of
the Association and in the public interest,
(ii) establish a committee and its procedures for
reviewing applications for admission, and
(iii) specify a cut-off date for applications for
membership from experienced persons.
Member's (3) \ member entitled to vote at an Annual, General or
proposa
special Meeting of the Association may make a proposal to
make, amend or repeal a by-law.
^^^^ (4) The Board must receive a member's proposal at the
office of the Association at least thirty days before the Annual
Meeting at which it will be considered.
Consideration (5) upon receiving a proposal from a member to enact,
proposal
^'^^
amend or repeal a by-law, the Board shall cause the proposal
to be published in the agenda for the next Annual Meeting of
the Association, which agenda shall be distributed to the
membership in accordance with the by-laws, but when there is
not sufficient time before the next Annual Meeting of the
Association to distribute the proposal in accordance with the
provisions of the by-laws, the proposal shall be contained in
the agenda for the next following Annual, General or Special
Meeting and shall be distributed to the membership in accord-
ance with the by-laws of the Association.
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(6) Twenty per cent of the members entitled to vote at an ^'^'^^
Annual, General or Special Meeting of the Association may ^^ ^"^
request that the Board call and hold a Special Meeting to
make, amend or repeal a by-law and consider any other busi-
ness.
(7) A request under subsection (6) must be in writing and written
set out the objects and reasons for the requested Special
'^^''"^^^
Meeting.
(8) Upon receipt of a request for a Special Meeting by not Procedure
less than 20 per cent of the members, the Board shall call and
convene the meeting in accordance with the by-laws.
(9) No by-law or change to an existing by-law is effective Ratification
until it is ratified by the voting members of the Association at ° ^
^*^
an Annual, General or Special Meeting.
(10) The by-laws shall be open to examination by the public inspection
at the head office of the Association during normal office °
^'^"^
hours.
7.
—
(1) The Association will grant a membership in the Membership
Association to every person who applies therefor in accord-
ance with the by-laws, if the person,
(a) is not less than eighteen years of age;
(b) has complied with the academic and experience
requirements specified in the by-laws for the
issuance of membership;
(c) has passed such examinations as the Board may set
or approve in accordance with the by-laws; and
(d) the past conduct of the person affords reasonable
belief that such person will carry on the practice of
interior design in accordance with law and with
integrity and honesty.
(2) The by-laws shall provide that, Hearing
(a) an application for membership may be refused; or
(b) a disciplinary sanction may be imposed,
only after a hearing.
(3) The Registrar shall keep a register in which shall be Register
entered the names of all members of the Association in good
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Inspection
of register
Standing and only those persons so registered are members
entitled to the privileges of membership in the Association.
(4) The register shall be open to examination by the public
at the head office of the Association during normal office
hours.
Appeals (5) A person who has been refused membership or who has
been subject to a disciplinary sanction under the by-laws may
appeal to the Divisional Court, in accordance with the rules of
court, from the refusal to grant membership or from the sanc-
tion.
Certified
copy of
record
Powers
of court
on appeal
Designation
Offence
Unregistered
Interior
Designer
Evidence
(6) Upon the request of a party desiring to appeal to the
Divisional Court and upon payment of the fee therefor, the
Registrar shall furnish the party with a certified copy of the
record of the proceedings, including the documents received
in evidence and the decision or order appealed from.
(7) An appeal under this section may be made on questions
of law or fact or both and the court may affirm or may rescind
the decision of the committee appealed from and may exercise
all powers of the committee and may direct the committee to
take any action which the committee may take and as the
court considers proper, and for such purposes the court may
substitute its opinion for that of the committee or the court
may refer the matter back to the committee for rehearing, in
whole or in part, in accordance with such directions as the
court considers proper.
8.
—
(1) Every active member of the Association as defined
in the by-laws may use the designation "Registered Interior
Designer" and may use after the member's name the initials
"A.R.I.D.O." indicating that the member is a Registered
Interior Designer in Ontario.
(2) Any person in Ontario who, not being a registered
member of the Association, takes or uses the designation
"Registered Interior Designer" or "A.R.I.D.O." along or in
combination with any other word, name, title, initial or
description, or implies, suggests or holds out that that person
is a Registered Interior Designer is guilty of an offence.
(3) No person who is not a Registered Interior Designer
may bring an action in Ontario in any court or collect fees,
compensation or other remuneration, for services performed
as a Registered Interior Designer.
(4) In every case where registration is an issue, the prod-
uction of a copy of the register, certified under the hand of
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the Registrar, is sufficient evidence of all persons who are reg-
istered in lieu of the production of the original register, and
any certificate upon such copy of the register purporting to be
signed by a person in that person's capacity as Registrar is
proof, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, that such a
person is the Registrar without any proof of that person's sig-
nature or that the person is the Registrar.
(5) The absence of the name of any person from a copy of ^^^^
the register produced under subsection (4) is proof, in the
absence of evidence to the contrary, that the person is not
registered.
9.
—
(1) The Board shall cause the removal of the name of Removal
a member from the register, register
(a) at the request or with the written consent of the
member whose name is to be removed;
(b) where the name has been incorrectly entered;
(c) where notification is received of a member's death;
or
(d) where the registration of a member has been sus-
pended or revoked through disciplinary proceed-
ings.
(2) Subject to subsection (3), the Board, on such grounds Restoration
as it considers sufficient, may cause the name of a person
°^^^"
removed from the register to be restored thereto either with-
out fee or upon payment to the Association of,
(a) a sum not exceeding the fees or other sums in
arrears and owing by the person to the Association;
and
(b) such additional sum as may be prescribed by the by-
laws.
(3) Where the name of a person who has been suspended '''^'°
or whose registration has been suspended or revoked under
clause (1) (d) is to be restored to the register under subsection
(2), the Board may, by resolution, direct that the name be
restored subject to such terms and conditions as the Board
may impose.
10. The Board shall cause a certificate of membership to Certificate
be issued each year to every person whose name is entered in membership
the register which certificate shall state the date upon which it
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expires, the type of membership and every condition and limi-
tation imposed on the person to whom the certificate is
issued.
Right to
practise
unaffected
Surplus
Liability
Repeal
Commence-
ment
11. This Act does not affect or interfere with the right of
any person who is not a member of the Association to practise
as an interior designer in the Province of Ontario.
12. Every surplus derived from carrying on the affairs and
business of the Association shall be devoted and applied solely
in promoting and carrying out its objects and purposes and no
surplus shall be divided among its members.
13. No action or other proceeding for damages shall be
instituted against the Association, the Board, a committee of
the Association or a member of the Association, the Board or
committee of the Association, or an officer, employee, agent
or appointee of the Association for any act done in good faith
in the performance or intended performance of a duty or in
the exercise or the intended exercise of a power under this
Act, a regulation or a by-law, or for any neglect or default in
the performance or exercise in good faith of such duty or
power.
14. The Society of Interior Designers of Ontario Act, 1956,
being chapter 120, is repealed.
15. This Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal
Assent.
Short title 16. The short title of this Act is the Association of Reg-
istered Interior Designers of Ontario Act, 1984.
SCHEDULE
Alan Fairbrass
Sonia Lemishka
Helen Moffett
Joan O'Brien
Joanne Dickinson
Del McMillan
